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January 9, 2020 
 
The Hon. Michael L. Parson 
Governor of Missouri 
State Capitol 
201 W. Capitol Ave., Room 216 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 
Dear Governor Parson: 
 
It is with deep gratitude that I write to acknowledge your recently published gubernatorial 

consent to continue resettling refugees in Missouri. We and our hundreds of resettlement 

partners throughout the state thank you on behalf of several hundred refugees who will make 

Missouri their new home in the coming year. Now, with your agreement, a modest number of 

refugees will have the chance to be settled in Missouri in accordance with the priorities identified 

in the relevant Presidential Determination and after thorough vetting.  

In addition to your letter, we have received local resettlement consent from the following 

Missouri counties: the City of St. Louis, Jackson, Greene, and Boone. We may reach out to a few 

more counties prior to the January 21 consent submission deadline if we identify family 

relationships that necessitate such a move.  

Since the passage of the Refugee Act of 1980, our country has provided safe haven for millions 

of refugees from war-torn countries around the world. In subsequent years, Missourians have 

welcomed Vietnamese refugees in the aftermath of the Fall of Saigon, Poles who fled the 

backlash toward the Solidarity Movement, Soviet Jews and Ukrainian Christians who were 

persecuted on religious grounds, Bosnian and Rwandan survivors of genocide, and many more. 

Historically, the federal resettlement program has been possible due to cross-the-aisle 

collaboration which has saved lives and also strengthened America’s economy and foreign 

policy. This most recent effort reveals that such collaboration still continues on state and local 

levels to the benefit of all our residents. 

We stand ready to make the resettlement of these expected newcomers as positive as possible to 

benefit them and in fact all of Missouri’s residents. 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna E. Crosslin 
President & CEO 


